
B-3155 

B-3150 - B-3159 1850-1857 
801-833 William St. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The majority of the houses lining this side of the 800 block of William 
St. are three story, two or three bay wide brick houses with gable roofs. Like 
the similar houses across William St. and around the corner on Warren Ave., these 
houses were built for a middle class market and are larger and more spacious 
than the average two story plus attic house built for the working class inhabitants 
of the neighborhood. 801 William St. is now a corner grocery story and the original 
gable roof has been replaced by a shed roof. 803 William St. is one of only two 
Classical-Revival style, bow-fronted brick houses with brownstone trim in the 
area, the other being 804 William St., directly across the street. 811-817 
William St. are three story, two bay wide shed-roofed houses, built as a unit 
in 1857, an early use of the shed roof in this area. The row of houses at 819-833 
William St. was built by Nicholas Popplein, at the time the proprietor of a chemical 
manufactory at the foot of Cross St. and who later became an extremely wealthy 
resident of Eutaw Place and important chemical, paint, and varnish manufacturer. 
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-

This row of three story, two bay brick houses with shed roofs was built in the 
late 1850's as a unit. All of the facades have been covered with formstone. 

The houses are three stories in height, 15' wide, and occupy lots 77' deep. The 
houses are one room deep with a three story high, one bay wide and deep stair hall 
extension which connects the main house to a three story high, two bay deep rear addition 
followed by a two story high, two bay deep addition. 811 William St. has an extra 
one story high, one bay deep frame addition; 813 William has an extra two story high, 
one bay deep brick addition; and 817 William is three stories high for its entire depth, 
the height of the rear addition having been increased. The houses are constructed in 
running bond but all of the facades have been covered with formstone. The shed roofs 
have no cornices. Each house has a hooded rear end chimney located at the east end 
of the rear addition. 

The houses currently have a mixed array of lintel types and it is difficult to 
judge just which type was original to the houses. All of the second and third floor 
window openings (except for those at 817 William St.) have flat lintels. The lintel 
shape of the first floor window at 811 William has been hidden by aluminum siding but 
the doorway seems to have a segmentally arched lintel. At 813 William St. both the 
doorway and the first floor window have round arched lintels; at 815 William St. the 
window has a round-arched lintel but the doorway now has a flat lintel. And, finally, 
at 817 William St. all of the openings have segmentally arched lintels with scroll-
sawed tympanums. The most logical assumption is that the two outside houses of the 
group, 811 and 817 William, had segmentally arched lintels on all openings, while the 
inner pair of houses had flat lintels on the upper floors but round-arched lintels 
on the first floor openings, thus creating a variation in the rhythm of the design 
of the unit. All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. 
The houses also show a mixed array of door types. 811 William St. has a Mission-style 
door, 813 has a modern flush door, 815 has a glass and panel door, and 817 has a 
modern flush door. Each door is set beneath a single light transom. The houses sit 
on fairly high basements, the entrances being reached by five marble steps at 811, five 
brick steps at 813, four brick steps at 815, and two marble steps at 817 William St. 
Each house has a rectangular basement opening located beneath the first floor window. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This row of houses is particularly interesting as an example of a very early 
use of shed-roof construction. The fact that the houses were built with shed roofs 
can be seen in Sachse's 1858 Bird's Eye View of Baltimore, where the houses look 
just as they do today. The row was built by the same developer who built the larger 
houses to the north, at 801-809 William St. These houses were designed to appeal to 
the same middle-class market as the earlier houses and attest to the builder's sensitivity 
to changing tastes in architectural style. It is to be assumed that the houses when 
uilt had fashionable Victorian bracketed cornices, though none remain today. In 

--tloor plan the houses are essentially the same as their gable-roofed predecessors— 
with the stair hall located in a separate section to the rear of the main house, 
communicating both with the front room and the rear kitchen and dining area. 

The first owner of 813 William St. was a Capt. James Creighton. William Addison, 
Sr., a carpenter, and his son William, Jr., who operated a brickyards at the foot of 
Leadenhall St., lived at 817 William St.1 

Baltimore City Directory, 1858-59, 1860 
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West elevation 


